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Basketball Diaries Movie Analysis
Basketball Diaries is an excellent movie based on a true story. The 1995 movie is derived from Jim Carroll's book, who happens to be the movie's main character (Carroll). The film details Jim's downfall into drug addiction. Jim used heroin and cocaine, which was his ultimate downfall. The film follows and describes his way of life and that of his friends through addiction and describes their path using a disturbing story on what will happen if we choose to follow their path. Although the story is horrific, it represents a moral lesson on what we can overcome in our lives and eventually achieve great things.
When Jim was twelve years old, there was a war in Vietnam that affected him deeply. He sees the world full of bad people who were only interested in power and wanted to hurt each other. He turned into playing basketball to cope with those feelings after being disappointed in the world (Rosner, 261). In the basketball team, there were rules and order, but he excels at it. He later quits the basketball league he had joined when he realized it was full of hypocrisy he experienced in the real world. He feels it's hypocritical when his coach, Lefty, only allows him to play when he uses a fake birth certificate that shows that he was younger (262). At this point, Jim does not have many friends as he feels people misunderstand him. He later joins a Catholic school afterlife does not get easier with him. 
At school, he spends most of his time alone because his friends had alienated him. He turns to start using marijuana, but he cannot find a friend to smoke together. Finally, he gets some friends on the basketball team. In their teenage years, they are using drugs and seem to be unaffected at first as they look normal in their everyday lives (Collins, 282). Although it is not mentioned the name and the source of the drugs Jim and his friends use first, they use the drugs recreationally to be small highs while playing basketball (Cape, 164). When their friend Bobby's health starts failing and is diagnosed with leukemia, they eventually downward spiral into using harder drugs. However, Bobby dies shortly in the film. After Bobby's death, Jim and his friends become more careless and start having sex shamelessly and using cocaine and heroin. "If you're going to sniff it, you might as well pop it; if you're going to pop it, might as well mainline it." The death of Bobby, who was Jim's best friend, makes him start using these more potent drugs to relieve his depression.
When Bobby passes on at this point of the movie, the four remaining friends are at crossroads in their life. Jim, with his two friends, Mickey and Pedro, agree to continue using drugs. They start using unknown pills during this time. Neutron, their fourth peer, decides not to keep using drugs and takes a different path than her friends. The three boys take the pills when they want to play basketball. Pedro is not in the team, and during the match, Mickey and Jim are very high that they cannot function well. The Father in charge of the Catholic school had seen Jim participate in a drug deal earlier in the day (Collins, 284). After the end of the game, the police search for any possible drug use for the boys. However, they do not find any illegal drugs, but the coach kicks Jim and his friends off the team. Later, Mickey and Jim decide to quit playing in the basketball team. Besides, the Father tells them they are to be suspended from playing all the games, but the boys decide to resign from the Catholic school.
By now, in the movie, the boy's health has started to worsen, and they are so violently ill from the drugs. Jim's mother knows that Jim was suspended and kicked out of school, and she had found his hidden illegal drugs. She kicks him out of the house after getting into a verbal altercation. Jim, Mickey and Pedro decide to leave in the streets and become scavengers. While in the streets, they start robbing people and leaving them for dead. Earlier, they were still thieves, but now their crime worsens, and they start stealing cars and breaking into other people's shops to rob during the night. At this point, the three boys are heavily addicted to heroin and other drugs they choose to take. In one of the shop breaks in, they are all nearly caught, but it's only Pedro who is caught after being left behind. Pedro is imprisoned for breaking into other people's shops. After the escape, Mickey and Jim watch TV news detailing the high school honors, and Neutron has bestowed the honors. Neutron had earlier joined St. Joe college. The news makes Jim start realizing his life and how he was lost.
Reggie, Jim's friend at the basketball games, finds him passed out in the snow and relatively frozen. Reggie picks him up and takes him home. He tries to detox him, and Jim begs Reggie to get him some drugs to stop the pain on his body. When Reggie leaves for work and Jim is left alone, his anxiety to use drugs grows, and he gets out of Reggie's apartment to look for money and get drugs.  At the street, he meets up with mickey again, and they continue taking drugs. Together they find a drug dealer, although they are fooled with tainted drugs. They decide to chase the drug dealer to the top of the building, and accidentally Mickey shoved him off the building and kills him (Dee, 713). The two boys seem to admit that they killed the man, but Mickey says that he deserved to die. As he escapes the scene, thugs beat him, and police take him to prison. Jim is left alone, runs out of options on the streets and tries to go back to his mum to get shelter and money. Jim's mother refuses to accommodate him and has pleaded and wailed for money; his mum calls the police. The police arrest him and take him to prison.  He spent six months in jail for possession of drugs, robbery, assault and refusing to be arrested. He "sweated out a horrible cure and stayed clean the whole stretch even though it was easier to get good junk in prison than on the street." After six months, he is released, and he ironically decides to stop drug abuse. However, his friend Pedro tempts him to continue using drugs, but he does not accept. He finally had the power to refuse to use all drugs. Jim became a skillful poet, and he tells the story of his drug addiction during her teenage days and its consuming power. The movie ends with Jim making a speech in Narcotics Anonymous.
Most people try to overcome drug addiction, but it is a reverting disease, and most of them do not make it to stop the practice at the first time. Significantly, Jim was able to kick the habit even while the cold turkey was available at the prison. Most drug addicts require supplemental programs like medication-assisted treatment programs and rehabilitation to stop drug abuse. The movie depicts an accurate way of people who are addicted to drugs. The Basket Diaries movie is an important film that provides a horrific reality of drug addiction disease instead of glorifying drug use as most Hollywood movies portray. Jim Carroll is an essential character in the film to show the effects of drug addiction and the importance of staying a sober life (Kuennen et al., 84). I hope to handle drug addiction and pressure from friends to use drugs better than Jim, although the story of how he recovered and stopped using drugs is quite commendable. Jim is fortunate he dealt with any long-term effects of drug abuse well, which made him sober after a smack battle with the drugs. While at the prison, he could get treatment and continue attending Narcotics Anonymous meetings up until.  Until his death in September 2009, he was able to break his poor habits of drug abuse and extend his life. Programs like psychiatric help, NA and medical detox helped him to get away from the powerful drugs. Other programs like self-help groups for narcotics and alcoholics anonymous help combat drug addiction. Jim Carrol's winning battle against drug addiction is a testament to the human spirit (Kuennen et al., 96). He defeated the disease and became a successful person in the world. He will be remembered as an acclaimed poet, a novelist and a musician, a performer and most significantly, a drug addiction survivor. His lie chronicled film made him a rock star because most people who are addicted to drugs have no chance to escape the disease. But Jim did; we could only be so lucky.
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